


Indigenous Sovereignty, CLTs, and Conservation 
Trusts: Intersections and Opportunities

Thursday, Oct. 19



Speakers

Laurel Harkness, Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition

Sua Iris Hernandez, El Sereno Community Land Trust

Yaynicut Franco, Wukchumni Tribe



Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition
Laurel Harkness, Coalition Director



Opportunities and Challenges

1) Rural in California

2) Wildfire

3) Conservation and housing efforts

4) Stewardship

Conservation & Housing



Wukchumni Tribe
Visalia, CA

Quaker Oaks Farm

40+ years utilizing land 
for ceremonies 

Farming since 2020 on ½ 
acre of land

Adjacent to a village site 
and oak preserve

3 acres designated for 
Wukchumni ceremonies, 
no formal agreement









   



 





  





Group discussion
- How have you/your community navigated questions 

about whether to conserve or develop land
- What forms of community-based decision-making and 

planning are you seeing around housing and land? 
- How do livelihoods/jobs figure in to decision making 

about what to do with land? 




